[bookmark: _Hlk111734159]To whom it may concern,                                                                 August 2022
   My son decided to put our name in Google and see what comes up. Since his name is the same as mine, he typed in ”Brandon Billingsley Hollis, NH”. What is the second search result found? It was the minutes from the Hollis Heritage Commission (HHC) meeting on April 27,2021. The link to this page is located at the end of this document. My name is included in these minutes due to the fact we donated the Noah Dow Cooper Shop to the HHC in 2006. During a conversation with another resident, my wife had mentioned the lack of recognition for our donation of the Cooper shop. That was all! This resident wrote a nice, respectful email to the HHC about this which we were unaware of. The resident’s email and the response given in the meeting minutes was published on the internet and was way out of line. Even stating that we had contacted the Selectmen concerning this, which we had not.

   Someone managed to completely waste 686 words on a write up of pure fiction. After 14 years apparently facts and events are misremembered. Since I was there, it is my property, and I have all the newspaper articles and meeting logs, plus correspondence from Honi Glover concerning this event, let me spell out a more factual timeline for the Noah Dow Cooper Shop donation.

  My wife and I closed on the property in September 2006. Upon inspection, the building in question was found to be structurally unsound. The roof was leaking through its blue tarp, the floor was rotten and falling in, and the second level was unstable. This building sat directly on the corner of our property, which was a bus stop for some of the neighborhood kids and soon to be ours as well. It was dilapidated and posed a danger to any curious child that might go in. We could not risk this and applied for a demolition permit. 

  My wife, a lifelong resident of Hollis, contacted Honi Glover to inform her of our plans and offered to donate it to the town. The April 2021 minutes falsely stated that the HHC had to contact us first. Lucy Husk was even quoted by the Hollis Brookline Journal in November of 2006 as saying “They were nice enough to let us know they want to get rid of it.” This was the last we heard of it until Honi Glover approached me in the driveway of our prior house and told me there was a Selectmen meeting on November 6th concerning the Cooper Shop, but she stated that “I did not have to go if I did not want to.” So of course, I attended. 

  During this meeting I discovered that the HHC had already had meetings with the selectman concerning the Cooper Shop of which I was not informed of. My offer to donate the building to the town was restated, but I remained firm on the December 1st deadline. After hearing of the condition of the building by their own building inspector, who said it was so unsafe and dilapidated that he would not even enter it, the Town respectively declined the donation but was willing to help within their bounds, anyone who wished to accept the donation. Kristen Moriarty offered to take the shop for use as a gardening shed. After several attempts to move the deadline was unsuccessful, the December date was held. Cath Hallsworth, the town administrator, stated the town could provide $10,000 of medical coverage to the volunteers in case of injury during the removal.

  The town later withdrew the offer stating that due to the high risk of injury and liability issues due to its condition and that it opened the town up to too much financial risk. With multiple references to the building inspectors report. Due to this, Kristen Moriarty withdrew her acceptance of the donation. It was then accepted by Dave Sullivan for the HHC. Upon advice of counsel and my insurance company who stated they could not cover any injuries associated with this and that I could be held liable, I had liability waivers drawn up and signed by all parties involved and notarized by Vahrij Manoukian. These so called “Acrobatics” as stated in the April 2021 HHC report was even approved by Honi Glover who the Hollis Brookline Journal quoted in their November 16th article as saying “It’s just the smart thing to do.” Our only other “acrobatic “request was that they not leave a hole in my front yard when they were done. A very reasonable request.

  It is stated in their report, specifically by David Sullivan, who is quoted as saying that only the volunteers should receive public recognition for saving the Cooper Shop, rather than those who wanted nothing to do but destroy it. And accusing us of “misremembering” the events. I did not “misremember” anything. Between my notes from the time, newspaper articles I possess, and town meeting minutes, the whole process is still very clear in my mind. I know I am not the one who “misremembered”.

   Doug Nye stated that the Billingsley’s provided no donation and no cooperation-but in the face of historical outcry reluctantly allowed what they wanted destroyed to be taken away for preservation, as long as it in no way affected them, delayed the demolition, or touched their property otherwise for any length of time. 
 
  Seriously? We contacted the HHC! We offered to donate the building. We have letters, meeting notes, and newspaper quotes confirming this! At a selectman meeting on October 16th, Honi Glover verified to the selectmen that we had contacted her. We did not have to reach out to the HHC, we could have gotten our permit and tore it down immediately. Honi Glover is again quoted in the Broadcaster on November 17,2006 as saying, “The new owners have a right to do what they want with their property, so I don’t fault them.” Yet we donated it to the town and are now the evil ones for wanting to remove an abandoned, dilapidated, rotted out, safety hazard from the bus stop area of our house. This building sat there for decades, slowly rotting away. Where was the HHC before we bought it? If it was such a vital part of Hollis history why did it only ever provide a tarp for the roof? Why did not one member of the HHC volunteer their properties for it to be moved to? Yet I should have kept it on mine in hope that some time in the distant future the HHC restores it or it falls down, hopefully not on someone. We wished the building removed for safety reasons and did what we felt was the right thing to do, donating it to the town.

  The word “slander” is defined as a false spoken statement about someone that damages their reputation. Do some of the writers rather wordy and completely false comments and accusations on April 27th, 2021 constitute slander? Is it libel? Perhaps. That’s for future discussions. Is stating repeatedly in this report that we were forced to donate the shop a lie? Certainly. Maybe if someone had reached out, I could have provided actual documented facts of what happened. To even write a flowery report like that in an official capacity is very unprofessional, but without knowing all the facts, or just a select few, keeps it in the fiction section. 
  
  In the end the facts are we called you! We donated a part of our property to you! We were not forced. Even though meetings were held behind our back, we still did what we felt was right, this pettiness only shows that maybe we may have been wrong. It certainly shows my children and anyone else in this town what trying to do the right thing can lead to. You should all be ashamed of the way you speak of your town residents. Especially ones who tried to do a good deed. You are definitely not better than anyone else. This certainly proves it.  

  If you disagree with any of this statement, please reach out. I would love to attend the next meeting. It is very easy to speak badly of someone when that person is not present to defend themselves. As far as the recognition for our donation of the Noah Dow Cooper Shop, I expect you will do the right thing. Also, please remove our names from the minutes of the April 27th, 2021 meeting or remove them all together. 

  All the many volunteers who donated their time and expertise in removing the Cooper Shop by the deadline deserve loads of praise. The many others who have donated funds and time to rebuild the shop near the Lawrence Barn should be praised as well. Everyone who has contributed should be acknowledged. Thank you.
Brandon Billingsley

This was the first meeting of two new members. Good training.

